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responsible way.

Once, while driving through Har Nof with some fine gentleman, | innocently asked
him (since it was election time) for whom he was Planning to vote. He responded
that he didn’t know yetbecause he hadn't asked his rav. With all the emotional
strength | could muster I continued driving responsibly and calmly, and said to
him, “When the Sanhedrin had completed their deliberations in a case where a

The classic work of Jewish ethical literature, the Mesillgt Yesharim, opens with that
famous first line: - :

The foundation of saintliness and the root of perfection in the
service of God lies in aman's coming to see clearly and to recognize
as a truth the nature of his duty in the world and the end toward
which he should direct his vision and his aspiration in all of his

labors all the days of his life, /

The pivotal word is duty, which means “responsibility.” Rabbi Pruzansky's sefer
is dedicated to clarifying the profound significance of that term, This, as he
demonstrates so effectively, finds its expression throughout Torah. The reader
who studies his sefer will be richly rewarded. His insights are creative, incisive

and wise. Rabbi Pruzansky opens Up a vast Torah panorama that is so desperately
needed.

| commend him for having'macie that hasty, off-the-cuff remark years ago about
writing a book on the topic, and indeed bringing it to life in-this sefer. Y'yasher
kochacha.

Rabbi Dr. Shotom Gold
Founding Rabbi, Kehillat Zichron Yoseph, Har Nof
Dean, Avrom Silver Jerusatem College for Adults, OU Israel Ceqter
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RABBI YITZCHOK FRANKFURTER

- Daas Torah Demythologized

here’s an American saying, *Always aim for the moon;
even if you miss, you'll land among the stars.” In this
editorial I will try to do just that: aim for the moon,
and thus change once and forever the conversation
=8l . about the Jewish concept of daas Torah, Am'1 setting -
too high a goal for miyself? Perhaps. But if I miss, I will hopefully
still have achieved something. ' ’ -
“The concept of daas Torah, accord-
ing to which Torah scholars should be |
consulted not only on matters of Jew- -
ish law but on all important matters ;
of life, is perhaps one of the most Inis-
understood ideas in Jewish philoso-
phy and ‘practice. This is not because )
the concept hasn't been analyzed and
examined by academics. On the con-
trary, countless lengthy dissertations
have dealt with the topic, Regrettably,
though, most have been superficial at
best, and thus even the positive tom- §
ments on the subject miss the mark. -

In fact, some of the commentary,
especially from the so-called Modern
OrthodoX World, 1s ownright deri-
sive. Wi & approbation for a recently §
released book on the topic of respon- -
sibility by Rabbi Steven Pruzansky,
Rabbi Dr, Sholom- Gold, dean .of the
Avromﬁ?‘”msalem College for-
Adults, writes that “transferring deci-
sion making to others... mean([s] relin-
quishing the essence of one’s human-
ity, which calls upon us to exercise the
divine gift of free will in an intelligent and responsible way."

There you have it. The “chareidim” who seek out daas. Torah

surrender the very characteristic that makes one human.

* While Dr. Gold’ denunciation of daas Torgh is perhapsfbne of

the shifllér examples, the sentiments he EXpresses are not atypi-
cal. Most Modern Orthodox writings seem to share the same con-
descending tone, designating one who thinks for himself, without
“the need” to consult daas Torah, as the ideal human being. Even
when the language is more scholarly and respectful, the message
that the difference between the chareidi and Modern Orthodox

communities regarding daas Torah is based upon different levels
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"of intellectual and cultural advancement comes through loudly

and cleéarly. In :other words, unlike their chareidi counterparts,
Modern Orthodox people think for themselves because they pos-

-sess the intellectual capacity and moral responsibility to do so.

It must be stated that much of the fault for this dismissive at-

titude lies with the chareidi commentators themselves, who have

explained daas Torah as supernatural powers with- which a gadol
' is endowed, a doctrine of near-infalli-
bility, or as the special insi ght ofa gad-
ol into understanding worldly issues.
These relatively shallow explanations
are-but inconsequential apologetics
that invite disdain and ridicule.

Many of the examinations of the
concept of daas Torah begin with an
assessment of rabbinic authority re-
garding the rulings of the Sanhedrin,
based on Devarim 17:11: “Lo susur—
you shall not deviate from that which

Citing the Sifrei, Rashi famously notes
on this verse: “[This applies] even if
they say to you concerning the right
that it is left and the left that it is right;
how much more so if they say that the
right is right and the left is left.”

It would seem that the Torah com-
mands us to follow thegSanhedrin’
halachic decisions even when we
know those decisions to be errone-

in his notations on the Rambam’s Se-
fer Hamitzvos (Shoresh 1), the Sifrei’s
statement about the obligation to comply with an erroneous rul-
Ing is in conflict with an express ruling in the first Mishnah in.
Horayos, that if the Sanhedrin rules incorrectly and one is aware

- that it is wrong, he is not permitted to follow it. Similarly, the

Yerushalmi states that we are obligated to heed the rulings of the
Sanhedrin only when they tell you “that thé right is right and
the left is left.”

Furthermore, an examination of the language of the-Sifiei re-

veals a striking departure from Rashi’ citation. The Sifrei actu-

ally states that the rabbis must be obeyed “even if it appears in’

Continued on page 12

they will tell you, either right or left.”

ous. However, as the Ramban. writes .
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